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coolness. Our friend was absent for some time, but finallv
returned with gifts of many sweetmeats.
"Please allow me to gain this religious merit." Pratap
smiled pleadingly as he held out a bundle of rupee notes
and two tickets, just purchased, to Agra.
The reverence of my acceptance was for the Invisible
Hand. Scoffed at by Ananta, had Its bounty not far
exceeded necessity?
We sought out a secluded spot near the station.
"Pratap, I will instruct you in the Kriya of Lahiri Maha-
saya, the greatest yogi of modern times. His technique
will be your guru."
The initiation was concluded in a half hour. "Kriya is
your chlntamam"* I lold the new student. "The tech-
nique, which as you see is simple, embodies the art of
quickening man's spiritual evolution. Hindu scriptures
teach that the incarnating ego requires a million years to
obtain liberation from maya. This natural period is.
greatly shortened through Kriya Yoga. Just as plant
growth can be accelerated far beyond its normal rate, as
Jagadis Chandra Bose has demonstrated, so man's psycho-
logical development also can be speeded by scientific
means. Be faithful in your practice; you will approach
the Guru of all gurus/'
"I am transported to find this yogic key, long sought!"
Pratap spoke thoughtfully. ''Its unshackling effect on my
sensory bonds will free me for higher spheres. The vision
today of Lord Krishna coud only mean my highest good/'
We sat a while in silent understanding, then walked
slowly to the station. Joy was within me as I boarded
the train, but this wras Jitendra's day for tears. My af-
fectionate farewell to Pratap had been punctuated by
stifled sobs from both my companions. The journey onco
more found Jitendra in a welter of grief. Not for him-
self this time, but against himself.
"How shallow my trust; my heart has been stone!
Never in future shall"I doubt God's protection!"
Midnight was approaching. The two "Cinderella^/'
sent forth penniless, entered Ananta's bedroom. Just as
* A mythological gem \vith power to grant desires: also a name
of God.